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I would never have predicted that 
our second edition of #AMSI NEWS 
would be published under a school 
shut down as we grapple with the 
impact of the coronavirus.It has led us 
to work very differently over the last 2 
months as we aim to provide a good 
quality learning experience in these 
very adverse conditions. 
I hope that you and your families have 
been safe. As AMSI staff communicate 
with you for different reasons, the 
opportunity is taken to feedback any 
concerns you may have that we can 
help with.    

Despite the challenge that COVID-19 
has presented us all with, there is still 
some fantastic work being completed 
by our students through remote 
learning. This is highlighted through 
the contents of this newsletter and 
students should take on the advice 
given by staff to support continued 
progress. You may even find that your 
work has been praised as excellent 
practice and showcased on the 
website for all to see. Don't forget the 
daily register online and the weekly 
quiz for students.

LOCKDOWN EDITION!

I hope that you and your loved ones 
continue to be safe and we are all 
looking forward to being an onsite 
community again as and when it is 
safe to do so.

Enjoy the read #AMSINEWS

Confidence  •  Aspiration  •  Reflection  •  Respect

https://twitter.com/hashtag/AMSINEWS?src=hashtag_click


Audiobooks

We hope students are enjoying the 
first AMSI Audiobook - 'Harry Potter 
and the Philosopher's Stone'. Each 
day, a new extract is read by a 
member of AMSI staff. These are 
posted every day in the English Google 
classrooms- it's not too late to start if 
you haven't begun listening yet!

If that doesn't take your fancy, we 
recommend students make use of the 
free books available on audible.

There are lots of brilliant titles to 
choose from including some of the 
these:

 
Islington Library Borrowbox (from Tony 

Brown, Head of Public Libraries, Islington)

With  schools closed or open with reduced 

capacity, the power of books to combat 

isolation, expand horizons and create a sense 

of shared community is more important than 

ever. Connecting Young Adults with books they 

will love can be a challenge but is integral in 

creating life-long readers. This collection of 

titles, selected by professionals, teachers and 

librarians alike is intended to inspire students 

for their entertainment value, strong themes 

and relatability. As part of the Islington Reads 

initiative we have been working with the 

Library service to provide access to eBooks and 

eAudiobooks for students. Any student with a 

device can access these titles. All the titles are 

available for loan online on the Libraries 

BorrowBox service, either via their app or their 

website:

If you are not already a library member you 

can still join to use eBooks, eAudiobooks, 

online magazines, newspapers, comics and 

other resources.

 

English

You can join online at the following link or by 

emailing library.informationunit@islington.gov.uk  

or phoning 020 7527 6952.

https://stories.audible.com/discovery
https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/mainPage.html?b2bSite=5330
https://www.islington.gov.uk/libraries-arts-and-heritage/libraries/join-islington-libraries


Hay Festival - Programme for Schools, 2020
The Hay Festival Organisers have put 
together a programme for schools, 
especially designed to support learning from 
home. Bringing authors from their house to 
yours, the festival runs from Mon 18- Friday 
22nd May.

Each day, from 8am onwards, you can see 
two primary (years 3-6) authors introduced 
by Konnie Huq and two secondary (years 
7-10) authors introduced by Jenny 
Valentine. These events will be available to 
watch again on Hay Player and you can 
access teaching materials to support 
learning before, during and after the 
festival.

Writing History Project

Ms Ackerley, Ms Zipfel and Ms Arnvig have been 

working on a project called 'Writing History,' 

designed to allow students to express some of 

their thoughts, feelings and experiences of living 

in the current climate. This is something that is 

being run across the borough, with students from 

all secondary schools in Islington invited to take 

part. 

The idea is that students can, if they would like to, 
write or create something in response to one of 
the prompts in the document attached. This will 
then be collated and printed in an anthology of 
different voices from across Islington, to be 
produced in the Autumn. Please see below for 
more information about how to participate.

WRITING HISTORY 
We are living through unprecedented 
times: a period people will look back 
on and study in history books. 

An understanding of history is 
created through the voices and 
documents of the time. We would 
like to compile an anthology of 
writing from Islington teachers and 
young people which gives voice to 
current experiences and flights of 
imagination. 

Here are some prompts to get you 
writing. You can write anything you 
like. You can write about what is 
happening in your life at the 
moment, or you can write 
imaginatively about a different 
reality. 

If you would like to share your 
writing, send it to 
teachingandlearningadmin@islington
.gov.uk, or share it with your English 
teacher. 

The anthology will include at least 
part of every piece received. 
So, get writing and get your voice 
into history. 
 

Thank you 
Write a note of gratitude to someone 
you wish to thank. 

A few of my favourite things 
Write about the things that make you 
smile/ bring a little happiness into 
your days. 

Pay it forward 
What small acts of kindness could we 
all do to bring more happiness into 
the world? 

In my shoes 
What is it like to be you right now? 
What is it like to walk in your shoes? 

Changing places 
Imagine what it is like to be someone 
else right now. What might their 
day-to-day life be like? 

Questions 
What would you really like to ask? 
Write down your questions: these 
can be for a specific person or for the 
universe in general. 

On my street 
Use the following sentence starters 
to kick start a piece of writing. On my 
street.... / Outside my window.../ 
Through my window.... / In my 
house.... 

My Neighbourhood 
Describe your favourite place to visit 
in your local area: what makes it so 
special? 

Writing the past and the present 
The following sentence is the start of 
a published book called The 
Go-Between by J P Hartley. Use it as 
the start of your own piece of 
writing. Your piece of writing can be 
about anything you like. 

Silver Linings 
Write about a time when something 
good came out of a difficult situation. 

A promise to myself 
Think of something you want to do 
and make a promise with yourself to 
do it. 

Something to say 
If you could stand on a rooftop and 
share a message with everyone 
below, what would you say? 

On my table 
Write about your favourite meal or 
type of food. 

Somewhere far, far away 
Write about the place you would 
most like to visit. 
The past is a foreign country, they do 
things differently there. 

https://www.hayfestival.com/c-247-programme-for-schools.aspx?genrefilterid=51
https://www.hayfestival.com/c-209-archive-hay-player.aspx?skinid=16&ManufacturerFilterID=0&VectorFilterID=0&GenreFilterID=58
https://www.hayfestival.com/schools/teaching-materials.aspx
mailto:teachingandlearningadmin@islington.gov.uk
mailto:teachingandlearningadmin@islington.gov.uk


Humanities
Mr Wallen Ms MirzaMr King Mr Hogarth

HISTORY

It has been lovely to see so many 
students continuing to engage with 
their teachers and their learning 
during this difficult time. For those 
struggling to adjust to remote 
learning? Speak to your teachers, we 
are there to help.

Our History students in year 10 
continue to work hard and set an 
example for their younger scholars to 
follow. In particular, there has been 
great work submitted by Alex, Alma, 
Olivia, Shanice and Thomas. Keep up 
the great work guys.

Our KS3 scholars have also been busy 
and have submitted some impressive 
work also. Stand-out students thus far 
have been Bobbi; Ilwad; Isabella; 
Siham; Harrison; Angelina; Sarah; 
Nicola; Arthur; Atif; Joe; Teanna; 
Oliver; Theo and Harrison! We are 
currently working our way through 
submitted work and every student has 
been given the option to nominate a 
piece of work to get targeted feedback 
on from their teacher. We encourage 
students to take this opportunity.

When submitting work, students are 
reminded that uploading is essential- 
we must have something to look at. It 
is perfectly acceptable for students to 
complete work on paper and upload 
an image of this. This method is 
particularly popular with our year 10s. 
If students are unsure of anything, or 
there are technical difficulties, we 
encourage them to speak to us and we 
will assist as best we can. Ms Mirza is 
super speedy with her responses, 
often getting there before I can! 

Additional support for History work can be found on the BBC website, which 
often has excellent videos, quizzes and support materials.
Often, such links will be provided in addition to work that is set.

GEOGRAPHY

It's great to see the majority of year 
10 engaging with lessons and 
making full use of the resources 
offered to them. A big 'shout out' to 
the students listed for their excellent 
efforts! - Samira, Yusra, Tyler, 
Sayema, Lily CG, Thomas, Alex, 
Kennise, Shakil, Kadirhan, Daisy, 
Zakariya MBA, Karina, Mir, Tarahan, 
Muadh, Nicole, Lenny and Tristan W.

There have also been some great 
examples of work at KS3 which 
couldn't have been done without Ms 
Mirza who is working hard to 
support her (12!) geography classes. 

When completing work in geography 
students must complete the google 
form that is set with the lesson or 
hand in a google doc with the work 
on it and are reminded to get in 
touch with Ms Mirza or myself if 
they need support. 

There are loads of great websites to 
use to support or extend work in 
geography.

Be sure to check out the BBC 
Bitesize daily lesson, gapminder and 
any links that are shared with you in 
Google Classroom.

Well done to all of you completing the 
'Joe Wicks Challenge' - I hope you have 
enjoyed taking part. Next term we 
would like you to continue with the 
programme. 

In year 10 the GCSE class must be 
praised for their work ethic. The BTEC 
students must raise their game 
however, as logging onto Google 
Classroom is essential!

Sport & Nutrition
A lot of professional footballers have 
been doing this challenge with 
Manchester United's Scott Mctominay 
running an amazing time of 16 
minutes and 1 second.
Good luck everyone and stay safe.
Mr Errington

Our next challenge is for you to 
download an app called STRAVA. We 
would like you to go out on a run/walk 
and aim to work towards completing 
5k. When you have completed it, 
screenshot your time/distance to Mr 
Errington and he will compose  league 
tables for everyone including teachers.

Mr Panayiotou is top at the moment 
with 19.58. Mr Errington is not too far 
behind with a time of 20.10. 

Mr Errington Mr Panayiotou



Science

Top two students completing the 

most tasks on Educake!

Year 7 : 1. Mateo 2.Amen 

Year 8:  1. Anas 2. Kai 

Year 9:  1.Oliver  2. Ilwad 

Year 10: 1.Thomas  2. Shanice 

MFL
Mr Castillo Ms Vickers Ms Chignac

● MFL students have participated 
really well in the activities set on 
www.gimkit.com and 
www.quizlet.com.  Some classes 
have been enrolled in 
www.duolingo.com and are having 
tasks set as part of their work.

● French and Spanish is set for years 
7,8 and 9 every Friday. Year 10 
French is set on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Year 10 
Spanish is set on Tuesday,         
Thursday and Friday

● The main resource to be 
used is Pearson Active 
Learn, which has been in 
use in the Department for 3 
years now.

● We've been conducting 
some pilot sessions with 
some year 10 and year 8 
students to see if we can set 
some live meetings in place 
during June and July.

● We encourage students to 
listen to shows, videos or 
songs in Target Language 
often, so their ear remains 
used to the language that 
they are studying. 
www.memrise.com or 
www.languages.org are 
other resources that can be 
used by you to extend their 
practice and help them to 
become independent 
learners.

Thank you for taking the time to 
complete your Science work via 
Google Classroom and Educake! We 
really appreciate all the efforts you 
are making at handing in your work 
to be checked. From taking pictures 
of written work to making google 
slide presentations, we are really 
impressed with your hard work and 
determination to continue with your 
learning in Science.

Home Practicals –Thanks to those of 
you sending in comments and 
pictures about your home practicals. 

Straw Challenge: ‘This was messy 
but fun to do with my lil bro’
Yassir 

Skittle Diffusion:
by Olivia

Other great Science resources you can 
use are as follows:
(1) For students who need extra 
challenge: GCSE Physics 
-https://www.gcsephysicsonline.com/c
ovid-19  

(2) KS3 Yr7-9 Chemistry puzzles 
-https://edu.rsc.org/resources/gridlocks
-11-14/874.article

(3) For students who need extra 
support:  
https://liftlessons.co/home-learning

http://www.gimkit.com/
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.memrise.com/
http://www.languages.org/
https://www.gcsephysicsonline.com/covid-19
https://www.gcsephysicsonline.com/covid-19
https://edu.rsc.org/resources/gridlocks-11-14/874.article
https://edu.rsc.org/resources/gridlocks-11-14/874.article
https://liftlessons.co/home-learning


Creative Arts
MUSIC

“Music gives a soul to the universe, 
wings to the mind, flight to the 
imagination and life to everything.” 
Plato

Thank you and really well done to all 
students who have already submitted 
some brilliant "Lockdown" music 
work. As we move into the final half 
term for this academic year it would 
be great to have even more of 
course!
Jade and I are trying to set a selection 
of tasks each week so that you have 
some choice as to what you produce. 

Also, don't forget to take some time 
to consider the importance of music 
in all of our lives. Whatever you are 
doing as part of your "new normal" 
try to make some time to think about 
how beautiful music actually is and 
what it means to you and those 
around you. There is a really good 
youtube video about "How music 
affects your brain" which we 
recommend you have a look at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
HRE624795zU 

If you are, however, doing something 
that is music-related but is not one of 
the weekly set tasks please do feel 
free to share this with either Jade or 
myself. We will be especially excited 
to receive audio or video recordings 
of your work. I always love receiving 
screen recordings of music or beats 
that you have made on your 
computer so please keep sending 
these to me. Remember that there is 
a brilliant free trial of Ableton Live still 
available at 
https://www.ableton.com/en/trial/ I 
really recommend this to all of you. 
It's a fantastic opportunity to try an 
amazing piece of music software. 

DRAMA

The work that I have received from 
pupils during lockdown has been 
enjoyable to read and listen to. 
Highlights of the work include the 
performances of the prologue from 
Romeo and Juliet by year 8 pupils and 
the recorded performances from 
Blood Brothers by a year 10 pupil.

Drama work for years 7, 8 and 9 is set 
on Google Classrooms every Thursday 
and pupils have been learning about 
Theatre History, theatre genres and 
evaluating live performances. 
Drama work for 10A/Dr1 is set on 
Google Classrooms on Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday and drama 
work for 10B/Dr1 is set on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. 

I commend all the pupils, but 
especially the year 10 pupils who 
have emailed me regarding the drama 
work and I welcome continued 
communication with these pupils, as 
well as future communication with 
more pupils.

Finally, the National theatre and 
Globe theatre are streaming past 
productions for free on their Youtube 
channel for us all to enjoy. 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

KS3 students have been set tasks and challenges with an environmental 
focus this half term. KS4 students have been preparing for the AQA 2020 
GCSE Challenge.
The DT department has been hugely impressed with students' resilience 
during this difficult period. Students have been very resourceful in finding 
ways of accessing and completing tasks set on Google Classroom. I am sure 
that students without remote access are completing work through their 
work folders which have been refreshed and updated for the second half 
of the summer term. Mr Bethell can be contacted via email  
d.bethell@amsi.school or via student stream in Google Classrooms.

According to the World Wind 
Energy Association, what 
percentage of the world’s 
electricity comes from wind?

❏ 1-2%
❏ 10%
❏ 15%
❏ 50%

Further study opportunities

In addition to set Google 
Classroom tasks don’t forget that 
you can find daily design and 
technology lessons @ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize. 
There is some fantastic content 
available for all year groups. Just 
login to BBC Bitesize, click “I am 
in” (year group) and “Go to your 
daily lessons” and ENJOY.  Year 
10 students can also access AQA 
specific content. 
Look out for the DT question 
which appears in the FridayAMSI 
quiz!

Well done and keep 
up the good work!

Mr Dow Ms Harris Mr Bethell Ms Williams

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRE624795zU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRE624795zU
https://www.ableton.com/en/trial/
mailto:d.bethell@amsi.school
https://wwindea.org/
https://wwindea.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize


The maths department has been 

impressed with many students' 

efforts and achievements in Maths. 

We have seen that students are very 

active on mathswatch by watching 

videos and completing a lot of 

questions. We have seen students 

complete the extension work that 

was set and posting it on Google 

Classroom/emailing teachers - 

brilliant!

Maths
Lots of year 10s have been on 

drfrostmaths and we have seen the 

year 7/8 AMSI Mathematicians 

practicing their number skills and 

times tables on numbots/ttrockstars. 

You all definitely rock! 

With a high number of stars the 

AMSI Maths department wanted to 

recognise the effort put in during the 

week on “Praise Friday”. Podium 

posters are posted every Friday to 

recognise our 

#AmsiMathsSuperstars.   

These posters have been shared on 

our website and parents have received 

text saying well done to all the 

students who have been on the 

podium! It has been a difficult task to 

narrow down 3 stars per year group, 

we have many more. We have also 

made phone calls, emails and put 

messages on google classroom. 

Lots of you are doing great, keep 

going, we are sure you will be on the 

podium soon if you haven’t yet and a 

huge well done again! 

Monday Maths Challenge

Every Monday, the Maths department 

posts a challenge in Google Classroom and 

gives a shout out to the first correct 

answer. 

Here is one you can try now:

If you have found the answers, email a picture 

of your working out to Mr Chowdhury 

(m.chowdhury@amsi.school). 

Home learning 

One of the Maths 

teachers (not always 

the student’s normal 

Maths teacher) will set 

work on Mathswatch 

on the following days:

On these days there will 

be an “assignment 

post” on Google 

Classroom directing the 

students on what they 

need to complete that 

day plus optional extra 

work.

For years 7, 8 and 9 - 

Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday

For year 10 -  Monday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday. 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/amsimathssuperstars?src=hashtag_click
mailto: m.chowdhury@amsi.school


If additional support is needed for students 
to access their work, contact the pupil 
support department via email 
a.harris@amsi.school

A number of our students have 
demonstrated resilience and adapted well in 
these very challenging times.
Shubhan has been teaching his younger 
brother Maths, 'preparing him for Secondary 
school'.
James W-P has been preparing for his Cadets 
exam and his brother Thomas has learnt to 
cook and bake for the family.
Bethany G has created amazing artwork.

The tenacity and resilience of our students 
with SEN has been exemplary and we 
celebrate this. Well Done!

S.E.N.

We are all in new situations and the 

Maths department wanted to share 

their “top tips”.

Miss Dattani says “write a list and 

write down what you want to do after 

you have completed the work for the 

day (art 

activities/reading/listening/playing 

game), enjoy the learning and the 

extra you wanted!” 

Ms Stubbs says “to support your 

routine, use your remote learning 

planner every day and check your 

emails at least twice a day. Most 

important is to always ask for help if 

you are stuck, we are here to help.” 

Mr Muharrem says “make a list and if 

you get through it by 3pm, reward 

yourself. Possible rewards could be 

gaming time, conversations with 

friends or watching a movie.” 

Comments from the

Maths department

Extra information

We are currently covering the same 

topics as BBC are delivering on bbc 

iplayer/red button, so students can 

watch these 20min lessons by 

teachers to help them with the 

mathswatch work that has been set.

All students should have access to 

mathswatch but if there are any login 

issues for mathswatch or any other 

maths website please do email Ms 

Dattani on r.dattani@amsi.school

Some great maths websites are:

● Vle.mathswatch.com
● Drfrostmaths.com
● Ttrockstars.com 
● www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dail

ylessons
● Corbettmaths.com
● www.thenational.academy

Mr Chowdhury says “keep yourself 

busy throughout the day. There needs 

to be a healthy balance between 

work and play. Don't be afraid to ask 

for help. Keep connected with your 

friends and peers.”

Ms Masood says “organise yourself, 

make lists with short tasks. Be 

realistic and don’t stress.” 

Ms Kichou says “set yourself a study 

routine. Get a good night’s sleep and 

eat a healthy balanced diet to excel. 

Ensure to take regular breaks 

throughout the day.” 

Mr Ali says “work hard now and plant 

the seed so you can have it’s fruits 

later. Do not lose hope and stay 

positive & motivated.”

Mrs Service says ‘’take 15 minutes at 

the end of the week to review your 

work completed that week.’’

Drfrostmaths LIVE on Thursdays at 3pm 

Every Thursday when work is set on Google 

Classroom instructions are also given on how 

to join our DFM live game. One of the Maths 

teachers hosts this live game. It's been brilliant 

seeing so many of you online, competing on 

Maths questions at the same time! 

Please follow us on Twitter @AMSI_school
Any feedback or suggestions for the next 
edition can be given using #AMSINEWS

Ms Dattani Ms Stubbs Mr Muharrem Mr Chowdhury Ms Masood Ms Kichou Mr Ali Ms Service

mailto:a.harris@amsi.school
mailto:%20r.dattani@amsi.school
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/
http://drfrostmaths.com
http://ttrockstars.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://corbettmaths.com/
http://www.thenational.academy
https://twitter.com/amsi_school

