
Head’s Half Termly Update
Autumn Term 2 - December 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,

It’s that time of year where we are filled with the joy of the festive season
and everyone is looking forward to the holiday to spend quality time with
family and friends. It is now tradition at AMSI for Year 7 students to make
a wish or write a kind thought that is respectful to others and/or the world.
The most poignant ones are chosen to help decorate our Christmas tree.
There were many recurring themes for world peace, no racism, no
Islamophobia, no poverty, no homelessness, no war but one that struck a
chord was very simply:

“The world is filled with joy so enjoy it while you can and never
give up on your hopes or dreams! Happy Christmas.” Ecrin 7D

It’s a positive, confident and aspirational message that we would all do
well to remember; especially in these challenging and stressful times for many in our community.

Climate Control Workshop
Hayley Harrison is an artist who is leading a series of workshops for Cubitt Arts who
manage our on-site artist in residence partnership. She worked with AMSI's
Environmental Group for one of these sessions on the 7th December. The workshop
involved playfully having a conversation with plants/ nature to tease out ideas about our
relationship and responsibility towards the environment. The students were well behaved
and engaged. They produced cyanotypes with thoughts on how they feel about climate
change. Some quotes from our students:

“The workshop was very influential and inspiring.”
“I liked talking about the forest and making cyanotypes. I wouldn’t change
anything.”
“I really enjoyed the workshop, getting to know more people and being
creative. I also enjoyed hearing other people’s thoughts about nature.”
"Today's workshop went well and quickly. It was really fun today. Hope for
more workshops."

AMSI Website
Last year we asked for your feedback on the school website as well as other stakeholders in the
community. We took this all onboard and I am pleased to say that we have now launched the new look
website which will grow in content to reflect the excellent work that happens at AMSI from all our
scholars and stakeholders. Take a look.

https://www.artsandmedia.islington.sch.uk/


Attendance and Punctuality

Our attendance is currently below our whole school target  - many of our young people have suffered
the coughs and colds that we would associate with the winter, but we look forward to using the
Christmas break to recuperate, ready to minimise absences in the spring term. In particular, Year 11
attendance needs to improve as they enter their final full term at AMSI, as there is a direct link between
the grades they achieve, and their attendance - particularly in this half term.

In terms of punctuality, we have seen real improvement, with the lateness to school rate consistently
below our school target of 5%. A reminder that should students arrive at school after 9.10am, they will
be marked as absent unless they have a reasonable excuse (i.e. a medical appointment with a note).
Please be aware that traffic is not considered a reasonable excuse - particularly where students are
consistently late to school.

The Department for Education (DfE) has sent out some interesting and important information for
parents and carers with regards to your responsibilities to ensure your children are in school regularly.
Please take the time to read it carefully. The link can be found here.

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors (ABA’s)

Our next round of training for the ABA’s takes place in January, where we will be hoping to recruit more
students into our current cohort. Our current ABA’s undertook a survey of the students, and will be
presenting their findings in assembly in the Spring, as well as mounting their first campaign. We
envisage that this initiative will support our Anti Bullying policy with strong student focus and
participation.

Independent Learning

Homework Support and Key Stage 4 Prep continues to be well attended by Year 11 students, but we
would love to see even more students from all years taking advantage of this space. It is based in our
new School Library and is open from 8.00am - 8.40am in the morning and from 3.00pm - 4.00pm in the
afternoon. We now allow all years to attend either session as a specific timing may fit in better with their
school journey. The space is used for students who want to work independently as well as for those
who have missed their homework deadlines. Students who attend voluntarily are entered for a draw
each half term. This half term, our winners of a £15 Nandos voucher are: Muttahir 11B and Zac 7A.

Interventions

We are very proud of our Year 10 students and their engagement with Action Tutoring for Maths and
English. This has been running since September, with 20 students being offered tuition in Maths, and
20 in English. The feedback from tutors has been positive, and we have been impressed to see the
commitment of our scholars to their studies in these core subjects. City University have been providing
tuition, resources and reading support for our students in Key Stage 3, this has been hugely successful
and builds on our longstanding partnership with them.

The Year 11 breakfast club has been running since 14th November, with over 80 visitors in the first
two weeks. On average, we have 15 students visiting each day and we encourage all Year 11

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/aaa-guide-for-parents-on-school-attendance.pdf?utm_source=12%20December%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


students to make this part of their morning routine. They are welcome to drop in for a hot
chocolate, a bagel and some revision! We are optimistic about the impact this will have on
developing good habits and focus on our young people.

This term, we have continued with our paired reading programme in the library during tutor times.
Several Year 9 students have been engaging with one-to-one reading with a member of staff, or a
tutor from City University, twice per week. It has been a pleasure to see the increasing confidence
of these students in their reading. We commend their excellent efforts in this area and also really
proud of the commitment and focus of our regular readers.

Student Voice

The Student School Council have been involved in raising money for our chosen charity this year:
Crisis. The School Council set a target of £300 for the whole school to raise money for Crisis but
collectively as a school we only reached £88.00. Not to be disappointed, many students have asked
whether there will be another opportunity to donate and we will definitely hold open another week of
donations in the spring term. In addition to this, the students were expected to help collect clothing
donations for Crisis but due to the school closure in response to the snow, this was not fully
accomplished. Again, this will be re-engaged for a week during the Spring term. Parents are welcome
to donate any old clothes also.

I am also pleased to report that some of the student leaders were invited to present to the school
governors at the Full Governing Body autumn term meeting to discuss the accomplishments of the
school council this year. Our Governors were impressed as they did this with confidence showing their
passion for the school in a very aspirational way.

AMSI Musician of the week
We had to postpone this event due to the weather conditions and the rail strike. However we have
rescheduled it to the 5th January 2023 and it promises to be an exciting evening filled with great
performances. Thank you, as always, to all the featured students for their resilience in investing
hours of practice and dedication in perfecting their incredible performances and to our fantastic
instrumental tutors for supporting and mentoring our aspiring musicians. View performances

Christmas Radio Show -

AMSI Christmas Radio Show

AMSI NEWS

The latest publication can be viewed here as it will highlight even more of the extracurricular
provision that is both inward and outward facing across the term. Enjoy the read.

Reminders:
● Old clothes donations welcomed for Crisis charity.
● Students are required to bring their chromebooks fully charged to school every day.
● The school door opens at 8.30am every morning.
● Our Spring 1 behaviour focus will be on communication to staff and other students - we

will be reminding our students to ‘Politely Follow Instructions’ (PFI!)

https://www.artsandmedia.islington.sch.uk/category/latest-events/music/
https://www.artsandmedia.islington.sch.uk/amsi-christmas-radio-show-2/
https://www.artsandmedia.islington.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AMSINews_Dec22.pdf


Key Dates:
● 3rd January - Year 11 Mocks exams start in earnest
● 6th January - Rescheduled Musician of the Week Live Event 6pm-7pm.
● 9th January - Introduction to the Options process for Year 9 students
● 12th January - Rescheduled Year 10 Parents Evening - Face to face
● 30th January - Year 8 Parents Evening 4.30 - 7pm - Face to face
● 7th February - Rescheduled International Evening 5pm - 7pm
● 7th - 11th February - Denmark trip led by Ms Stephanou (Dance)
● 9th February - Last day of the Spring term 1 for students
● 10th February - Inset day for staff
● 20th February - School re-opens for Spring 2

Happy holidays everyone from AMSI and safe return on Tuesday 3rd January 2023 when school
reopens at the usual time.

“Peace, goodwill and happiness for you at Christmas and always.” Nyah 7D

Kind regards

Susan Service
Head teacher


