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Great to share with you our first 

AMSI News publication for this 
academic year. As usual, it will be filled 
with information that showcases the 
school's best practice as well as giving 
an insight into all the things that make 
our school an exciting place to be!

We have started the autumn term 
continuing the focus on strong 
teaching and learning that produced 
excellent results in the summer 
examinations. My scholars achieved 
well across their subjects and I am 
thankful for all of the effort that staff 
and parents contributed to support 
this success.

Our Year 7 cohort have transitioned 
well into AMSI life and have 
thoroughly enjoyed the Literacy 
Festival which kick-started their term 
in a positive manner whilst  
embedding the importance of reading 
and its rewards. The school has two 
new spaces that have energised our 
provision in an impactful way; the 
Library and the Creative Suite and I 
look forward to maximising the 
potential of these areas through 
seasonal events and intervention 
activities to come.

Students have also taken full 
advantage of our Chromebook 
initiative so that blended learning is a 
visible feature throughout the school   

day. The ability to have a free device 
to use both in school and at home to 
continue their learning has proved to 
be very popular with students, parents 
and not least teachers. 

The AMSI community continues to be 
a diverse one, upholding our 
Cornerstones in all that we do. 
Confidence, aspiration, reflection and 
respect underpins the ethos of the 
school and serves to drive our vision 
of every child a scholar. 

I hope you enjoy reading #AMSI 
News.

Dear Parents/Carers,

Susan Service
Headteacher



Music
This year we have had a fantastically exciting and exceptionally musical start to the 

year. Students are clearly motivated to maintain the highest possible standards of 

professionalism as developing musicians and we feel extremely fortunate to be 

working with such a fantastic group of young musicians. 

Fantastic GCSE Music results
We started our musical year with an exceptional set of YR11 GCSE Music results. 

The quality of Performing and Composing coursework submitted by YR11 really 

was exceptional. You can listen to excerpts here.

‘Musician of the Week’
Our ‘Musician of The Week’ feature allows us to 

celebrate, each week, an exceptional musical 

performance. Thank you to all of our ‘Musicians of the 

Week’ so far for their brilliant performances.

All of the students who have featured so far can be extremely 

proud of what they have achieved. You can find all of the 

‘Musician of The Week’ performances so far here 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWbkpjbN-XA&list=PL

AaPkj-8sSGyDeXRlYAmX10HcUM9IHdrD).

Music at Key Stage 3

KS3 students are working really hard, exploring a broad 

range of genres, to develop their keyboard performance 

skills in our Yamaha keyboard suite and using Bandlab to 

explore compositional styles and techniques.

I have been extremely impressed with the determination 

shown by all students to be technically skilled and 

musically mature. It is already 

becoming clear that this year could

be the best year yet from AMSI's

young musicians!

Music at Key Stage 4

Students in YR10 are now really starting to get to grips 

with our new Ableton Live suite.

We have 20 brand new PCs running Ableton Live 11 Suite 

with the Push 2 so that students can create and perform 

some really fantastic music.

In the future, and as we get even better at using these 

amazing resources, we plan to introduce a KS4 ‘Push 

Orchestra’ so ‘watch this space’ ……….

To assist us in developing our work using Ableton Live we 

are really excited to be supported by Music Producer, DJ, 

lecturer and Music Technology consultant Tony 

Nwachukwu. For the next 10 weeks we are really excited 

that Tony will be joining YR10 for one lesson a week to 

share his considerable Ableton expertise!

https://youtu.be/J6ZpupZ8O68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWbkpjbN-XA&list=PLAaPkj-8sSGyDeXRlYAmX10HcUM9IHdrD
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qWbkpjbN-XA&list=PLAaPkj-8sSGyDeXRlYAmX10HcUM9IHdrD


Music contd
A growing team of FANTASTIC Instrumental Tutors:
We are really excited to welcome Milda Vitartaite (piano), Kasparas 

Mikužis (piano) and Sandra Oberoi (voice) to our team of 

instrumental tutors. 

You can read more about Milda, Kasparas and Sandra here 

https://www.artsandmedia.islington.sch.uk/curriculum/music-lesson

s/  where you can also see them giving  inspirational performances.

A large number of students receive 1-2-1 instrumental tuition and 

benefit from the excellent lessons currently offered. From January 

2023 there will be an additional opportunity for 25  students in YR7 to 

learn either the flute, cello or violin. More news soon ………

AMSI Lit Fest

During the Autumn Term, we were 
delighted to host our inaugural 
AMSI Lit Fest, a celebration of 
poetry, prose, storytelling and 
performance. Across four days, we 
hosted four authors who came in 
to visit and work with our students 
throughout the week, in over 
fifteen workshops. They were: 
Jasmine Richards (Year 7), 
Alexandra Sheppard (Year 8), Breis 
(Year 9) and Yomi Sode (Year 10 
and 11). Every student in KS3 
attended an assembly and 
workshop with an author, and 
every KS4 student attended an 
assembly with an author.
This was a very exciting 
opportunity for our students to 
meet and interact with published 

English

writers and performers which we 
hope will support our school's focus 
on raising aspiration and confidence 
amongst our young people.
As part of our work within the wider 

Islington community, we extended 
the invitation to local Islington 
primary schools, and  secured a 
place for over 45 students from 
Duncombe Primary school to 
participate in the events. 

Last week, we were delighted to 
host a visit from writer Jennifer 
Killick, author of the 'Crater Lake' 
and 'Dread Wood' series. As with 
the Lit Fest, we were thrilled to 
host a group of Year 6 students 
from a local primary school. 

Our Year 7 students were
excited to attend an assembly
from Jennifer, where they
learned more about why we
love stories and how to make
our imaginations grow. During
the workshops, students were
inspired to look at the ordinary in an entirely new (and often-times spooky!) way.

Jennifer Killick Author Visit Year 7

https://www.artsandmedia.islington.sch.uk/curriculum/music-lessons/
https://www.artsandmedia.islington.sch.uk/curriculum/music-lessons/


Please follow us on Twitter @AMSI_school
Any feedback or suggestions for the next 
edition can be given using #AMSINEWS

Year 10 trip to see Manorism: An Adaptation by Yomi Ṣode

In October, Mr Badu and Mr Aborah 
took a group of Year 10 students to a 
special event in Central London. They 
attended incredible poet Yomi Ṣode’s 
Manorism live at the Southbank 
Centre: a heart-warming, 
heart-breaking, immersive adaptation 
experimenting with live poetry, dance, 
projection and music. 

The performance was an adaptation of 
Yomi’s new poetry collection exploring 
the complexities of belonging. Each 
student received a free copy of 
Manorism and AMSI were given the VIP 
treatment when they met Yomi to get 
their books signed after the show. It 
was a very memorable evening for all. 

We were lucky enough to welcome 
Yomi to AMSI for our inaugural Lit Fest 
in September where he gave a 
presentation to all of Year 10 and 
posed the question: ‘could we be 
more’? Manorism is available to 
borrow from the school library.

On Monday, 14th November, a group 
of Year 10 students participated in the 
Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge 
workshop. This is a dynamic and 
creative initiative that provides 
essential tools for young people of all 
abilities and from all walks of life to 
communicate confidently, effectively 
and with purpose. At AMSI there is a 
cogent focus on teaching our pupils 
how to articulate their learning, and 
as such, this workshop plays a 
fundamental role in empowering 
students to find their voice and 
demonstrate their capabilities to their 
peers and wider communities.

The day was organised by Mr Cross 
and the training was delivered by 
Precious, an approved,  experienced 
and dynamic trainer from the 
Speakers Trust. 
Throughout the workshop, students 
explored key factors to consider when 
writing and presenting a speech:

Jack Petchey’s Speak Out Challenge Workshop
• Knowing their audience
• Keeping the purpose of the speech 
in mind at all times
• Organising the content of their 
speech in a logical manner and making 
sure it is relevant to their audience 
• Confidence - delivering the speech 
in a powerful and engaging manner

The students who participated did 
exceptionally well and four students 
were selected to represent
the school in the Islington Regional 
Finals on 13th December. We 
congratulate the following
students and wish them every 
success.

Kiros • Alesha • Caitlin • Casia 

English contd

https://twitter.com/amsi_school


MFL #AMSIBCN2022
Field trip to Barcelona. Year 10 
and 11. October 2022

Field trips are essential to increase 
students’ cultural capital, provide them 
with experiences that will help them in 
their future endeavors by building their 
personal and interpersonal skills. After 

several years not organizing any trips 
abroad due to COVID19, by June 2022 
we decided to offer again the possibility 
to visit the wonderful city of Barcelona. 
The trip is organized within the 

Flamenco show
Students had the opportunity to 
approach culture and emotions 
through dance. 

Visit to Park Guell by Antoni 
Gaudi

Gaudi’s masterpiece intertwines 
nature and architecture with 
amazing views of the city.

Visit to open air architectural 
museum “Poble Espanyol” 

with glass painting workshop
All Spain’s architecture in just one 
place, to grasp identity and 
diversity.

Catalan History Museum
Cultural visit to understand identity 
and european context of Spanish 
culture

Typical Restaurant Dinner
Students approach culture 
through gastronomy, adapting 
their palate and their choices to 
unknown dishes

Beach with Spanish 
students

Developing social skills with 
youngsters from different 
backgrounds

framework of a cultural exchange with 
the Catalan Secondary School “Institut 
Public Lluis Domenech i Montaner” in 
Canet de Mar (Barcelona, Spain). 
Students got acquainted during the 
Spanish school visit to AMSI in April. 



MFL contd

Maths

Action tutoring 

The students below have been receiving Maths tutoring from Action Tutoring weekly on 
Wednesdays after school. The tutors have been impressed with their progress - well done all. 

Kiros • Ife • Angelina • Sonny • Emmanuel • Mohammed • Aron • Taisa • Shayna • Amy  • Yumnah • Almer

Caelib • Rayah • Caitlin • Hudeif • Tianna • Kurt • Remzi-Sofia

UKMT Maths Circles Maths Club

The students below have been attending UKMT Maths 

Circles sessions weekly on Thursdays after school since 

the beginning of October. The students have thoroughly 

enjoyed their experiences so far - well done all. 

Ayman 9E • Jason 9E • Colizzi 9C • Lotfi 9B • 
Muhammad 7A • Reda 9D

One further challenge from the Maths department:

A circular bracelet has three large beads on it: one red 

bead, one blue bead and one green bead. How many 

different bracelets (with these three beads on each 

one) can be made?

If you have found the answer(s), email a picture of 

your working out to Mr Naujeer 

(f.naujeer@amsi.school). 

AMSI Maths Department sets the challenge!!

Here is a great challenge for all to try…..….

If you have found the answers, email a picture of your working out to Mr Chowdhury (m.chowdhury@amsi.school). 

In collaboration with Parkwood 
Primary School in Hackney, we have 
been offering our KS4 students the 
opportunity to teach Spanish to 
primary school students. On this 
occasion, Year 10 Spanish students 
with Ms Scurria planned and prepared 
a series of workshops around Dia de 
los Muertos (Day of the Dead) as a 
focus of interest.
They explained the cultural aspects to 

the children and then proceeded to 
create lamps, skulls and paper flowers; 
all elements of the altar for this 
worldwide celebration that originated 
in Mexico.The experience was really 
positive, the primary school children 
were very engaged and enthusiastic 
about the workshops and our students 
demonstrated great resilience and 
understanding of the complexities of 
how to teach something to someone 

Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) in Parkwood Primary School

else - such a great life skill and our 
students really rose to the occasion - 
well done to all involved!

mailto:f.naujeer@amsi.school
mailto: m.chowdhury@amsi.school


With Stude
nt Voice

Hi Mr Bale, how long have you been teaching at AMSI 
for?
Since September, so just three months.

What are you really looking forward to at the moment?
I’m looking forward to Xmas, seeing family and 
organising a climbing trip for Easter.

What is the best thing that happened to you in 2022?
I travelled India for the school holidays in which I did a 
motorbike trip in the Himalayas for 3 weeks which was 
brilliant.

What subject did you get your degree in?
History.

What are you currently reading or enjoying watching?
I’m reading Wolf Hall at the moment and watching
the World Cup (of course)!

Which AMSI Cornerstone do think is most important and 
why?
‘Reflection’ - so you can learn from your mistakes and 
successes.

Where did you grow up and go to secondary school?
I grew up in four different places. Yorkshire, Scotland, 
Shropshire and Manchester. I went to secondary school 
for the most time in Manchester.

Who would play you in a biopic movie about 
your life?
Henry Cavill, naturally!

Why did you choose teaching as a profession?
I started teaching because I like interacting with people 
from all walks of life and it allows me to travel a lot 
during the holidays.

Who is your favourite musician/band/performer of all 
time?
Led Zeppelin or The Doors.

What single luxury item would you take with you to a 
desert island?
I’d take a really good speaker to listen to music with.

Thank you to Mr Bale, you really are a 
Superman!

Arad Year 9  S.V. Mr Bale: History

What is your favourite type of cuisine if you had to pick 
one?
Asian food - Thai or Vietnamese

How would you describe yourself in one word?
Friendly.

If you could give your 16-year-old self, one piece of 
advice, what would it be?
Invest in bitcoin or pay attention more in maths.

What would your chosen ‘superpower’ be?
The ability to stop time!

If you had to be a different nationality, which one 
would it be?
The friendliest people I’ve met have been Vietnamese so 
I’d probably pick that.

What is the worst job you have ever had?
Working in retail.

What is your biggest fear?
Losing my memories.

Which word/phrase do you think you most overuse?
‘Settle down Year 9!’

A lazy beach holiday in Barbados or trekking in the 
Andes?
Trekking in the Andes definitely.

If you could have dinner with one famous person 
(alive or dead), who would it be and why?
Jimi Hendrix would be fun, lots of great stories about the 
60’s!



contact@amsi.school
   @AMSI_school
0207 281 5511

3rd January Year 11 Mock exams begin
9th January Introduction to the Options process for Year 9 students
12th January Year 10 Parents Evening - face to face
13th January Musician of the Week Live Event 6-7pm.
30th January Year 8 Parents Evening 4.30-7pm - face to face 
7th February International Evening 5-7pm
7th-11th February Denmark trip led by Ms Stephanou (Dance)
9th February Last day of the Spring term 1 for students
10th February Inset day (school closed to students)
20th February School re-opens for Spring 2

Key Dates

mailto:contact@amsi.school
https://twitter.com/AMSI_school

